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Forward Planning,

The Planning Department,
Wicklow County Council,
County Buildings,
Wicklow Town,

Co. Wicklow

12.08.2021

Re: Proiosed draft counti develoiment ilan submission on behalf of Janet Halpin of

Dear Ms. Walsh,
On behalf of our client, Mrs. Janet Halpin, we wish to submit a zoning proposal.

WCC Draft Development Plan 2021-2027, Part 4, Tourism Objective LG8, states that Laragh
Castle is listed as a site which would be appropriate for development as a mixed-use tourist
attraction. We note that Laragh Castle has been listed in several previous Development Plans.
Our client — and extended family — would like to support this proposed objective.

As a family professionally involved in the creative arts, event management and marketing
industries, they would like to see this site opened up to the public to allow for cultural events,
holiday accommodation and the development of a tourism offering around the castle and its
environs.

Our client would like to create an offering in Laragh that is to the benefit of the community at
large. They would propose to create a family run business that sustains the upkeep of the castle
and its environs, that would provide local employment, and increase footfall to other local
businesses, adding to the experience of the Laragh/Glendalough visit.

Mrs. Halpin's daughter was granted planning permission for her own family’s home to the south-
west of the castle, demonstrating their long-term commitment to this area. Planning permission
also exists for a vehicular enfrance to the proposed site, allowing access off Military Road.

Laragh Castle is at present a family home, and if it is to be developed as a tourism offering,
zoning on the adjoining lands owned by Mrs. Halpin would need to facilitate a new one-off
dwelling to accommodate the family.

This would entail extending the town boundary as per the attached drawing.

There would have to be a relaxation on these [ands as our client would not qualify under the
‘local need requirement’ given that they currently have a home at Laragh Castle.
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Our client would have no objections to the residential zoning being limited to the owners of the
castle. They would not view this zoning as speculative residential zoning, and appreciate that it
would be to facilitate housing the current occupants of Laragh Castle in order to develop the
Castle and historic outbuildings as a new tourist offering in Laragh.

In summary, the following is being requested,;

s« Extend town boundary to include land within client's ownership.

» Provide ‘Light Tourism Accommodation’ zoning on this land for development of
camping/glamping pods/chalet-type structures.

¢ Include R4 for one-off residential zoning to provide for re-housing of current owners of
Laragh Castle, allowing a relaxation on the ‘local need requirement’ due to Laragh
Castle being their current home.

» Laragh Castle and surrounding out-buildings should be considered as a special zoning,
providing such uses as tourism, arts/culture markets, craft industry, visitor attractions,
tearcoms, fairs etc.

See attached map illustrating the above.
We trust the above is a satisfactory proposal, and will be given favourable zoning consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Rarread | EL

Bernard Burke
for and on behalf of
plan8 architects



Planning Pack Map
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